Chapter 7

Kingdoms kings and an Early Republic

Answer key

Multiple choice questions

1. The priests

2. 2500 years ago

3. All of these

4. The shudra

5. 1/6  of the crops produced

Very short answer type questions

1. Varna means each of the four Hindu caste Brahmin,kshatriya ,vaishya and shudra.

2. Brahmins had the most respectable position in the varna system perform sacrifices and receive gifts.

3. Shudra were lower caste and they had to serve the other three varnas. They could not perform any rituals.  They were not allowed to study the Vedas.

4. Rajas were performing very big sacrifices like the Ashvamedha yajna, Rajsuya yajna and vajapey  yajna. 

5. The bigger and powerful among janpadas were called Mahajanpada. 

Short answer type questions

1. 1. The ashvamedha yajna or horse sacrifice was performed by a powerful Raja to expand and establish his undisputed territory.

2. In this yajna, the Raja allowed a horse with his emblem to roam freely in the neighbouring kingdoms.

3. The Raja's men guarded the horse. If any other Raja stopped it, he had to fight and the victorrious king annexed the defeated King's territory.

4. Otherwise, the regions through which the horse passed came under the rule of the king who had performed the yajana.

2. People opposed the varna system because:-

1. Birth could not be the basis of Varna.

2. They felt that there should be no difference amongst people on the basis of occupation.

3. They were of the opinion that everybody should be able to perform rituals.

3. 1. Painted grey ware means earthen pots made in vedic period having grey colours.

2. These spots have designs of simple lines and on geometric patterns.

3. This is a special type of pottery.

4. Slavemen, slavewomen and landless agriculture labourers were involved in agricultural work in mahajanapadas.

5. Shudras, untouchables and slaves were not allowed to to participate in the assemblies of ganas.

Long answer type questions

1. Same as short answer number 1

2. Present day elections different from the ways in which rulers were chosen in Janapadas. They are different in many ways:-

1. Through  present day elections, people choose their leaders by universal adult franchise. This was not the case while choosing rulers in Janapadas.

2. In Janapada, a person could become a king on the basis of the bravery shown in the war. On the other hand, physical strength is not any criterion for becoming rulers in the present-age. 

3. Earlier, the rajas used sacrifices like Rajasuya and Ashwamedha Yajna to gain control over large areas and become powerful. This is not applicable in the present age.

3. These forts were built for the following purposes:-

1. To protect people:- there was always a fear of attack from other Kings. So people needed protection.

2. To show wealth and power:- Somerulers wanted to show how rich and powerful they were. Ao, they built really large, tall and impressive walls around their cities.

3. To control the territory:- the king could easily control the land and the people living inside the fortified area.

4. The main features of these mahajanapadas were as under:-

1. Most mahajanapadas had a capital city.

2. The capital cities war fortified. this means that these cities were surrounded as huge walls.

3. They begin to maintain armies throughout the year. The period regular salaries to the shouldiers.

4. There were punch marked coins were in circulation. Some payments were made in coins.

5. They started collecting regular taxes in different ways from different groups of people.

5. The word janapada is a combination of two words Jana and Pada which means people and foot respectively. So it means land where the people set their foot. During later Vedic period. Aryans moved towards the ganga, yamuna plains due to better iron tools. These tools help them to clear forests and settle down. the populations increased and the state or janpad are came into existence. these people lived in hearts and they were farmers and herders.

6. The Rajas imposed taxes on different sections of the society are as follows:-

1. The farmers had to pay 1/6 of the crops produce.

2. Herders had to pay taxes in the form of animals and animal produce.

3. Craft persons included their labour work. They had to work for a day every month for the king as a tax.

4. Taxes were imposed on goods that were bought and sold through trade from traders.

5. Hunter and gatherers had to pay forest produce to the king as a tax.

7. Significant changes in took place in agriculture also. They are as under:-

1. The iron ploughshares begin to be used widely in place of wooden ploughshares.

2. Instead of scattering seed on the ground, people now grew saplings first and then planted them in the fields.

3. Due to increased use of iron ploughshares and adopting transplantation method, production of crops increased significantly.

4. Most agricultural works were very difficult to do. So generally, slave men and women that is dasas and dasis as well as landless agricultural labourers employed for difficult tasks.

Fill in the blanks

1. Yajna

2. Untouchable

3. Animals and animals produce

4. Bimbisara and Ajatshatru

5. Lord Buddha and Lord Mahavira.

